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Mission : First Baptist Church on RIDGE exists 

to reach people and develop them into fully de-

voted followers of Christ.  

Reach the un -churched  

Incorporate believers into the church body  

Develop members into fully devoted followers of 

Christ  

Guide members into meaningful ministry  

Express joyful worship to God   

First Baptist Church  

New Memberships  2008 

 

Our Church on  a Beautiful 

Spring Day.  

We are on the web!  

www.firstbaptistgv.com  

ship will share with you what 

we feel God is leading us to do 

next year.  We will share the 

vision, goals, and proposed 

budget for 2008-2009.  You 

will have an opportunity to ask 

questions and vote at our an-

nual meeting on October 26th.  

One thing I am excited about 

is the development of our 

mission (or purpose) state-

ment that took place at the 

Church Council Retreat.  It 

states: òFirst Baptist Church 

on RIDGE exists to reach 

people and develop them 

into fully devoted followers 

of Christ.ó  The word RIDGE 

is an acronym which contains 

our strategy (Look at it on the 

last page of this newsletter).     

It is also displayed on our new 

web site.  Check out the new 

web site at 

www.firstbaptistgv.com.     

The future looks bright at 

First Baptist because we have a 

great God who wants to pour 

out His Spirit on a church 

looking and seeking after Him.  

Letõs start on the road to re-

newal, refreshing, and revitali-

zation together.  We are in for 

an exciting ride!  Letõs walk by 

faith!  

Loving Jesus and loving you, 

Pastor Mark Rindels 

L

g

òRenew, Refresh, Revital-

izeó is the theme of my new 

summer sermon series.  It is 

my desire to see God renew 

our spirits (Psalm 51:10), re-

fresh our hearts (Acts 3:19), 

and revitalize our church 

(Isaiah 43:19).  Over the past 7 

months, we have set a founda-

tion of prayer in our church 

(Prayer Unlimited sermon se-

ries, Pastorõs Prayer Team), 

strengthened the fellowship of 

our congregation (I have been 

blessed to visit in many of your 

homes), been challenged to 

expressed the unbridled joy 

that comes from being a Chris-

tian (our study through the 

book of Philippians), and 

launched a new contemporary 

service on Easter Sunday 

morning to reach the next gen-

eration with the good news of 

the gospel.   During this time, 

29 new members have joined 

our congregation (including 

my family) and we have bap-

tized 4 believers.    Praise 

God!  We have so much to be 

thankful for! 

   Let us not become com-

fortable, however.  It is my 

desire to see our church begin 

to move out and see that the 

òfields are white unto har-

vest.ó  In this new sermon 

series, I want to challenge our 

church to take greater and 

greater steps of faith.  As we 

take seriously our responsibil-

ity, we will begin by recogniz-

ing that God wants us to min-

ister out of the overflow of 

having spent time with God.  

You and I must individually 

seek God so that He can renew 

our spirits and refresh our 

hearts.  I love nothing better 

than to see an òon fire Chris-

tian.ó  More than program-

ming, we need power to do 

Godõs work in this world.  For 

too long, Christians have relied 

on their own ingenuity, experi-

ence, and talents to do some-

thing that can only be done 

when we are òfilled with the 

Spiritó (Eph. 5:18).  As we 

rely more and more on Godõs 

power, becoming desperate to 

see Him work in our lives, we 

will be instruments through 

which He will use to revitalize 

our church.    

   Along the road to revitaliza-

tion, God worked in the 

Church Council Retreat on 

June 14th in which we began to 

listen to Him and hear what 

He wants our church to be-

come and do next year.  This is 

a current work in progress and 

will be finalized by summerõs 

end.   You will hear more and 

more about this when we share 

the vision with you at an all-

church òSharing the Visionó 

Banquet on Sunday night, Oc-

tober 5th.  Your church leader-

Pastor Mark Rindels  
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